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SOCIETY AFFAIRS 

THIRTY-NINTH ANNUAL CONVENTION 

Tuesday morning, June 10, 1919. The convention was called to 
order at 10.30 a.m. in the convention room of the Hotel Iroquois, 
Buffalo, N. Y., by the president, Charles R. Henderson. The ad- 
dress of welcome was delivered by Hon. A. W. Kreinheder, com- 
missioner of public works of Buffalo, and differed from most 
addresses of this sort in that it explained the form of government 
of the city and particularly the work done by the department of 
public works. It is printed on page 350. In his reply to this ad- 
dress President Henderson pointed out that the American Water 
Works Association was organized in the Middle West but came to 
Buffalo, to the East, for its second convention. This was in 1883. 
It convened again in Buffalo in 1898, when it had a little more than 
three hundred members, of whom 61 are still on the rolls. So the 
thirty-ninth convention is the third to be held in that city. 

The committee appointed to canvass the ballots for officers for the 
next year, James H. Caldwell, William P. Mason and John M. 
Diven, reported that the following nominees were elected: Presi- 
dent, Carleton E. Davis; vice-president, M. L. Worrell; treasurer, 
James M. Caird; trustees, W. H. Randall and F. C. Jordan. In 
acknowledging his election, Mr. Davis stated that he was somewhat 
shocked to learn from the secretary and treasurer that under the 
terms of the new Constitution prescribing the method of electing 
officers the election cost the Association over $500, considerably 
more than $1 per vote cast, the number of ballots received and 
counted being 382. He did not consider that this was due to Asso- 
ciation politics but was merely the result of the methods of con- 
ducting the elections which were now obligatory under the Con- 
stitution. 

The first paper of the convention, on "The Effect of the War 
Period, 1914-1918, and Public Control upon the Water Works 
of the United States," was presented by Leonard Metcalf and 
discussed by Lieut.-Col. Dabney H. Maury, C. W. Wiles, 
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Walter E. Miller, E. D. McCartney, J. N. Chester, R. B. Howell, 
F. W. Cappelen, J. W. Ledoux, N. S. Hill, Jr., Henry P. Bohmann, 
and the author. Upon motion of C. W. Wiles the Association 
directed the paper to be printed and distributed to the members in 
advance of its publication in the Journal. (The paper was pre- 
printed in this way in July.) 

An informal discussion of damages to fire hydrants by motor 
vehicles and the remedies for this was opened by W. W. Brush 
and continued by Carleton E. Davis, C. W. Wiles, F. W. Cappelen, 
F. T. Kemble, J. N. Chester, Richard Whitney, A. W. Cuddeback, 
Beekman C. Little, Francis H. Luce, W. S. Cramer, G. E. Shoe- 
maker, Elbert W. Sylvester, William R. Young and E. E. Wall. 

Tuesday afternoon, June 10, 1919. After calling the meeting to 
order President Henderson introduced John Knickerbacker who 
read a paper on "Investigation of iQuestion of Flanges for Light 
Cast Iron Pipe," which was discussed by D. W. French, W. H. 
Randall, and the author. The discussion developed a desire by 
some of the members of the Association to have the subject con- 
sidered in connection with investigations of it by other organizations, 
and the paper was accordingly referred by the President to the 
Committe on the Revision of Standard Specifications for Cast Iron 
Pipe and Specials. 

The report of the Committee on Private Fire Protection Services 
was presented by its chairman, Nicholas S. Hill, Jr. The report 
without the appendices had been preprinted and distributed to all 
members by direction of the Publication Committee. The report 
was discussed by J. N. Chester, W. E. Miller, F. W. Cappelen, H. 
C. Hodgkins, F. E. Beck, Maurice R. Scharff, D. A. Reed, Frank 
C. Jordan, Patrick Gear, Chester R. McFarland and Mr. Hill. On 
motion of Mr. Chester the committee was continued with a request 
to consider its recommendations in the light of the discussion and 
to bring them before the next convention. 

The remainder of the session was devoted to a discussion of a 
variety of topics introduced informally. Trustee W. S. Cramer pre- 
sided. A method of stopping leaks in the bottom of reinforced 
concrete reservoirs was described by D. A. Reed. Troubles with 
check valves and foot valves were described by D. L. Webster. 
The practice of electric light companies to ground wires on water 
pipes was discussed by C. W. Schiedel, Homer C. Crawford, G. T. 
Maxon, R. B. Howell, and F. T. Kemble. The generation of power 
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by passing water in a high-service section through a turbine on its 
way to a low-service section was discussed by W. W. Brush, Alex- 
ander Lindsay, A. T. Clark and Chairman Cramer. The removal 
of iron from water from wells was discussed by F. J. Connor, W. W. 
Brush and G. C. Habermeyer. The inspection of hydrants during 
the winter was discussed by David L. Webster, F. J. Connor, Roswell 
M. Roper and Chairman Cramer. 

Tuesday evening, June 10, 1919. President Henderson intro- 
duced as the first subject for the session the quality of the local 
water supply, which was discussed by Henry F. Wagner in a paper 
entitled "The Buffalo Water Supply, with Special Reference to the 
Filtration Problem. " This was followed by a paper on the "Re- 
duction of Water Consumption by Means of Pitometer Survey and 
Constant Inspection" by George C. Andrews. A paper on "The 
Uniflow Pumping Engine" was presented by D. A. Decrow and dis- 
cussed by J. N. Chester, J. W. Ledoux and the author. A paper 
on "Air Lift Pumping and Water Purification" by John Oliphant 
was read in the author's absence by C. G. Cummings. 

Wednesday morning, June 11, 1919. The meeting was called to 
order by President Henderson, who first asked for a discussion of 
the best methods of cleaning partially clogged service pipes, a 
subject which was discussed by F. J. Connor and W. E. Miller. 

A paper entitled "The Relation of the Chemical Industry of Ni- 
agara Falls to Water Works" was read by John A. Kienle and dis- 
cussed by Lieut.-Col. G. A. Johnson, M. N. Baker, Henry P. 
Bohmann, H. C. Hodgkins, Maurice R. Scharff and the author. 

The trend of prices affecting water works construction and main- 
tenance was discussed by D. F. O'Brien, Charles R. Wood and 
H. E. Buttenheim. 

The report of the Executive Committee was made informally by 
Carleton E. Davis. The committee recommended changing Section 
3, Article X, of the Constitution to read as follows: 

Section 3. Such sections shall consist only of members of this Association 
in good standing, shall elect their own officers and committees, subject to 
confirmation of the Secretary of the Association as to their standing in the 
Association, and may make any rules for their government not inconsistent 
with the Constitution and By-laws of the Association, but these rules must 
first be approved by the Executive Committee. 

This amendment was adopted. 

The committee further recommended that Section 1, Article V, 
of the Constitution should be amended by adding the following: 
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Provided that any Active Member in good standing who has paid dues 
continuously for thirty years shall be exempt from payment of further dues. 

Mr. Davis stated that this amendment would apply to 27 mem- 
bers. It was adopted. 

Mr. Davis further reported that the Executive Committee had 
voted to continue the remission of dues of members in active service 
until they were demobilized, and to remove from the mailing list of 
the Journal the names of all members of the Association in arrears 
on July 1 of each year until their dues were paid up. 

The report of the Treasurer, James M. Caird, was read; this is 
printed on page 602. 

The report of the Secretary was presented by John M. Diven; it 
is printed on page 600. He stated that since April 1, the beginning 
of the Association's year, about seventy applications for member- 
ship had been received and about eleven resignations, so that if the 
report were revised to date it would show that the Association had 
gained in membership, in spite of war conditions. 

The report of the Publication Committee was read by Carleton E. 
Davis; it is printed on page 594. The report was adopted on 
motion of Leonard Metcalf . 

The report of the Finance Committee was read by Lieut.-Col. 
George A. Johnson; it is printed on page 590. The report was 
adopted. 

The report of the Membership Committee was read by Lewis I. 
Birdsall; it is printed on page 597. Mr. Birdsall stated in con- 
nection with the report that the committee believed the Association 
could best help the smaller water works which were unable to be 
present at annual conventions by establishing new sections. The 
committee believed that the smaller works could benefit materially 
by membership in the Association but that personal intercourse 
between them was highly desirable and the method of developing 
this which seemed most feasible was to encourage the formation of 
sections. The portion of the report referring to appropriations for 
section work was referred to the Finance Committee and the 
remainder accepted. 

The report of the representative of the American Water Works 
Association on the American Electrolysis Committee was read by 
Edward E. Minor; it is printed on page 585. The Association voted 
to receive the report, to continue the committee and to authorize 
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the Executive Committee to fill the vacancy on the committee and 
to take under advisement the appointment of an expert to assist 
the committee. 

President Henderson read the following letter: 

AMERICAN EXPEDITIONARY FORCES 

Water Analysis Laboratory 

U. S. A. P. O. 702 

Paris, May 22, 1919. 
Mr. Charles R. Henderson, President, American Water Works Association, 

Davenport, Iowa, U. S. A. 
Dear Sir : 

We are attaching a list of Sanitary Corps Officers and men who have been 
engaged in the Water Supply Service of the American Army in France. Some 
of these men are already members of the American Water Works Association 
and most of them will be interested in Water Supply Service as practiced in 
civil as well as military operations. 

The tie which has bound this group of men together in Europe has been 
the common effort of each to do his part in supplying to the Army the best 
water obtainable under the conditions existing, be it from Lyster bag, water- 
cart, motorized purification unit, improvised front line water-point or fil- 
tration plant of a more permanent nature farther back in the Service of 
Supplies. They have had many common experiences in this work in France, 
and have made associations and hold remembrances which should be perpet- 
uated through years to come. 

The American Water Works Association has an opportunity to hold these 
men together in the chemical and bacteriological section and it is suggested 
that the American Water Works Association should extend to them an invi- 
tation to make the Association their home. The conventions of the American 
Water Works Association will form a common and most convenient ground 
for a meeting place each year. 

There are also a considerable number of men in the Water Supply Branch 
of the Quartermaster Department which provided the water supply for the 
camps and cantonments of the U. S. A. who should be just as enthusiastic as 
we of the Sanitary Corps of the American Expeditionary Forces to perpetu- 
ate their acquaintance in an Association of Military Water Supply Officers. 

Many of the members in the American Expeditionary Forces are still on 
duty this year, but it is hoped that they can attend the next Annual 
Convention. 

It is suggested that a Committee be appointed to arrange for a meeting 
and to invite the men who appear on the attached list. 

The enclosed list does not give the addresses, but, if action is taken the 
addresses can be obtained. 

Yours truly, 

Edward Barton, 
Lieut. Col., San. Corps, 
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On motion of Leonard Metcalf it was voted that a committee 
be appointed to arrange for a meeting of the officers and men of 
the Sanitary Corps engaged in the water supply service of the 
American Expeditionary Forces in France, of the Corps of En- 
gineers abroad and at home, and of the water supply branch of 
the Quartermaster Corps and the Construction Division of the 
United States Army, with a view to inviting them to become mem- 
bers of this Association and to attend its next annual convention. 
Messrs. Bartow, Maury and Henderson were appointed later as the 
members of this committee. 

In accordance with the Constitution the following candidates for 
the Nominating Committee were chosen: District 1, Frank A. 
Barbour; District 2, Lyman P. Hapgood; District 3, George C. 
Gensheimer and James H. Long; District 4, Henry B. Morgan and 
C. W. Wiles; District 5, Chester R. McFarland and F. T. Cutts; 
District 6, J. C. Jensen and F. W. Cappelen. The Association 
voted to hold the next annual convention at Montreal, P. Q. 

Thursday morning, June 12, 1919. The Secretary presented a 
progress report from the Committee on Cold Weather Troubles, and 
the committee was continued. Similar action was taken on the 
progress report of the Committee on Revision of Standard Specifi- 
cation for Cast Iron Pipe and Specials, and the progress report of 
the Committee on Official Standards of Water Analysis. 

The Secretary read a letter from the Bureau of Standards on the 
subject of standardization of screens and sieves, which was ordered 
filed. It is printed on page 572. 

The report of the Committee on Standard Form of Contract was 
read by the Secretary and the committee was continued. The 
report is printed on page 583. 

A paper on "The Water Distribution Systems of Industrial 
Housing Projects for Ship Builders" was read by W. H. C. Ramsey. 

A paper on "Water Supply for the Cantonments and Other Con- 
struction Division Activities" was read by Lieut.-Col. Dabney H. 
Maury; it had been previously read before the American Society of 
Civil Engineers and was published in its Proceedings. 

An informal talk on the methods of supplying water to the First 
Army, American Expeditionary Forces, while in camp and while 
advancing, was given by Lieut.-Col. F. W. Scheidenhelm, Corps of 
Engineers, who was in charge of this service and was specially 
authorized by the Chief of Engineers to give this address, the first 
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public explanation of the methods, at the Buffalo convention of the 
Association. 

Friday morning, June 18, 1919. Major M. L. Worrell called the 
meeting to order and stated that in the absence of the author a 
paper by W. J. Orchard on " Motor-Truck-Mounted Purification 
Plants' ' would be read by title. 

Capt. Harry Y. Carson presented a paper on "Some Water Supply 
Problems in Palestine." C. E. Abbott read a paper on "Flat Rate 
vs. Meters," and Capt. L. A. Fritze presented a paper on "Water 
Supply Service in the Army of Occupation in Germany." 

Upon motion by R. L. Sackett the Association voted to place on 
record its appreciation of the services rendered during the war by 
its members who entered the army or engaged in civilian work con- 
nected with the war. The maker of the motion was given leave 
to elaborate its wording before it was finally put on record. 

During the convention an excursion by boat was made on Lake 
Erie, there was a visit to Niagara Falls, an inspection of the Porter 
Avenue pumping station was made, and there was an informal 
smoker at which Major Elihu Cunnyngham Church made a brief 
address on the importance of taking up deferred maintenance work 
immediately. 

The usual resolution of thanks for the courtesies offered the 
Association during the convention was passed upon motion of W. S. 
Cramer. 

There were 281 active members, 211 associate members and 233 
guests registered at the convention. 

MINNESOTA SECTION 

At a meeting of the Section held at the University of Minnesota 
on May 3 the following officers were elected for the ensuing year: 
Chairman, H. F. Blomquist; vice-chairman, D. A. Reed; trustee 
for three years, M. G. Holmes; D. G. Gordon and L. I. Birdsall 
hold over for another year as trustees. The following resolutions 
were adopted: 

(1) The Minnesota Section of the American Water Works Association re- 
quests that a committee of the parent body be appointed to consider and 
submit to the American Water Works Association for adoption, standard 
rules for fire protection of cities of various sizes; also that this question be 
studied in its relation to the sanitary quality of public water supplies to the 
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end that these water supplies may be brought to their highest efficiency both 
from the standpoint of fire protection and for the protection of public health. 
Moreover, it is also suggested that this committee be requested to consider 
the question of state and federal supervision of fire protection standards. 

(2) The Minnesota Section of the American Water Works Association goes 
on record approving the regulation of the Minnesota State Board of Health 
which prohibits a physical connection between water supplies which are safe 
and those which are unsafe from a sanitary point of view. 

(3) That a committee be appointed by the chairman of the Section to 
devise some means of keeping the interest of the members between meetings. 

The following papers were read at the meeting: 

"Water Works as Fire Protection" by H. F. Blomquist; discussed 
by J. A. Jensen and Joseph Siebert. 

"Features of Design in Small Water Works" by F. EL Bass; 
discussed by M. G. Holmes and W. J. Leach. 

"Legal Responsibility for a Pure Water Supply" by John Wilson; 
discussed by F. W. Cappelen and J. C. Flanagan. 

Chlorine sterilization and its accompanying difficulties were dis- 
cussed by F. C. Gordon and D. A. Reed, water softening was dis- 
cussed by L. I. Birdsall and J. A. Childs, and surface water pollution 
and its relation to water supplies were discussed by H. A. Whittaker 
and F. H, Bass. 

The secretary, H. A. Whittaker, reports that the meeting was one 
of the most successful the Section has held. 

IOWA SECTION 

After postponing the fall meeting of 1918, on account of the 
influenza epidemic then prevailing, the Iowa Section considered 
itself fortunate in being able to arrange for a meeting in the spring 
of 1919, which thus became its fourth annual meeting. All of the 
technical sessions were held in the Hall of Physics, State University 
of Iowa, Iowa City. The banquet was served in the rooms of the 
Commercial Club, where the Section was the guest of the Club. 

The meeting was opened at 10.00 a.m., April 16, with an address 
of welcome on behalf of the State University of Iowa, by George 
F. Kay, Dean of the College of Liberal Arts. W. A. Hostetler 
followed with an address of welcome on behalf of the Iowa City 
Water Company. S. L. Etnyre responded in behalf of the Iowa 
Section. 

The following papers were presented at the morning and after- 
noon sessions: 
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"The Iron Removal Plant at Iowa State College" by C. S. 
Nichols. 

"The Gallery Collecting System at Des Moines" by A. T. Luce. 

"Cost of Water Main Construction in Mason City" by W. A. 
Judd. 

"Substitutes for Lead in Joints" by Thomas Healey. 

"Future Public Water Supplies in Iowa" by Lafayette Higgins. 

Dr. Henry Albert, bacteriologist of the State Board of Health, 
was then called upon for a few remarks. He emphasized the close 
relation between the interests of the water works men of the state 
and the water laboratory of the State Board of Health at the State 
University of Iowa. 

The following officers were elected: W. A. Judd, chairman; G. E. 
Shoemaker, vice-chairman; W. A. Hostetler, director; H. V. Knouse, 
director. The new officers of the section reappointed Lieut. Jack J. 
Hinman, Jr., now absent in A. E. F., secretary-treasurer, and J. H. 
Dunlap, acting secretary-treasurer. 

The special committee on sanitary drinking fountains, J.H. Dun- 
lap, chairman, presented a brief progress report and asked for con- 
tinuance for another year. The request of the committee was 
granted. The chairman is authorized to fill the vacancy on the 
committee which occurred when Dr. Henry Albert found it necessary 
to resign. 

The papers at the evening session were: 

"Office Records and Accounting at Waterloo" by G. E. Shoe- 
maker. 

"Rainfall" by William Molis. 

"The Standard of Purity of Water Used in Railroad Coaches" by 
Zelma Zentmire. 

Captain M. I. Evinger was called upon for a brief description of the 
water works system at Camp Dodge. 

On April 17, the Section assembled at 9.30 a.m. to hear the 
following papers : 

"Laying Water Mains in Alleys" by C. R. Henderson. 

"Monolithic Reinforced Concrete Lining for Water Works Reser- 
voirs" by Homer V. Knouse. 

"Cost of Emergency Pumping at Grinnell, Iowa" by W. G. 
Raymond. 

The question of the best time for the next meeting of the Section 
was discussed and it seemed to be the prevailing opinion that the 
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next annual meeting, the fifth, should occur about October, 1919. 
The question of stimulating more interest in the work of the Iowa 
Section among the water works men of the state was presented for 
discussion and was referred to the Executive Committee for con- 
sideration. 

In the afternoon the following papers were read and discussed : 

" Water Works Improvements and Fire Insurance Rates" by 
Kelsey L. Walling. 

"Loss of Head in Water Pipes" by S. L. Etnyre, 

"Fighting the Flood of 1918 at Iowa City" by W. A. Hostetler, 
Superintendent, Iowa City Water Company, Iowa City. 

In the afternoon an automobile excursion was enjoyed to the New 
Children's Hospital where the superintendent conducted the visitors 
through the wards. The New Armory on the West Side was then 
visited. Following this, the Iowa City Water Works and the flood 
of 1918 were studied by going to the pumping plant of the water 
works. The excursionists then visited the water laboratory of the 
State Board of Health. 

It should be noted that all the expenses of the meeting such as 
badges, automobiles for the excursion, banquet, etc., were provided 
by the Commercial Club of Iowa City. The local committee in 
charge consisted of J. H. Dunlap, chairman; Dr. Henry Albert and 
W, A. Hostetler. 

The total attendance was 59, including one class of 16 junior 
engineering students which attended part of the morning session 
on April 16. The average attendance of sessions was 32. 

DEATHS 

Joe C. Sterling, Munroe, Mich.; elected member June 24, 1903 
died April, 1919. 

E. W. Sluyter, Herkimer, N. Y.; elected member July 10, 1906 
died April, 1919. 

Allen E. Nichols, Chicago, 111.; elected member June 8, 1916 
died May 8, 1919. 

Thomas N. Hooper, Davenport, Iowa; elected member April 16, 
1884; died June 28, 1919. 
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CHANGE IN ADDRESS OF SECRETARY 

After October 15 the office of the Secretary will be located in 
New York, in quarters rented by the Association for that purpose. 
The Secretary will sever his connection with the Troy Water 
Department before that date and did not feel that it was prac- 
ticable for him to provide offices any longer for the conduct of the 
Society's business affairs. President Davis appointed Messrs. J. 
Waldo Smith, A. W. Cuddeback and the Secretary as a committee 
to investigate the possible accommodations for the Association's 
business and this committee reported in favor of renting the parlor 
floor of 153 West 71st Street, New York City, at the rate of $90 
per month, including heat, light and telephone service. This 
recommendation was submitted to the letter ballot of the Executive 
Committee, which approved the lease of the premises by a vote of 
eleven to two, one member not voting. Attention is called to the 
fact that action had to be taken in the way of providing quarters 
or else adopt some radical change in the management of the Associ- 
ation's business, and that this action which was taken, while in- 
volving an expense of over $1,000 which was not provided for in 
the budget adopted at the Buffalo convention, is the only one 
which permits the conduct of the Association's business in the 
manner heretofore followed. 




Carleton E. Davis, President 1919-1920 



